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drug court, mental health court, reen-
try court, DUI/DWI court, prostitution 
court, sex trafficking court, veterans’ 
court, and domestic violence court 
(Figure 10.4). In these courts, the pro-
bationer receives intensive oversight 
from the judge and probation officers. 
There are several advantages to spe-
cialized courts. One advantage is an 
increase in efficiency, which results 
from greater expertise and understand-
ing among the judges, attorneys, and 
defendants. Judges in specialized courts 
are experts on the law in the particular 
area in which they work, which means 
that attorneys spend less time prepar-
ing documents to fully inform judges 
on the topical area. As a result of this 
expertise, specialized courts are able to 
handle more cases effectively. Tailored 
sentences are crafted, which results in 
fewer appeals filed. Because more uni-
form sentences are used across offend-

ers, there is less shopping around for a more favorable court given a lack of choice of 
courts by defendants.

Privatized Community Corrections Services
In some jurisdictions, budget shortages in conjunction with rapid growth in the num-

ber of probationers have forced officials to consider alternatives to probation departments  

Figure 10.4  n � Comparison of Drug Court Participants and Probationers on Certain 
Outcomes�
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Some research shows that drug court participants have positive outcomes at higher rates than those 
who do not participate in drug courts. Under what circumstances would you as a judge assign an 
offender to one or the other group?

Source: Roman, J. (2013). Cost-benefit analysis of criminal justice reforms. National Institute of Justice. Retrieved from 
https://ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/241929.pdf.

A probationer stands before the judge in Veterans’ Court. How do specialized 

courts such as Veterans’ Court assist special populations such as veterans? If you 

were a policymaker, would you call for other types of specialized courts? If so, what 

would they focus on? What advantages do you believe these courts offer, if any?
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